
Press Release 

Dr. Kirstin Henze Leica Microsystems GmbH 
Tel.: +49(0)6441/29-2550 Ernst-Leitz-Straße 17-37 
Fax: +49(0)6441/29-2527 D – 35578 Wetzlar 
kirstin.henze@leica-microsystems.com www.leica-microsystems.com 1 / 2 

September 10, 2007 

Leica Microsystems to Sell Expression Pathology’s Non-Contact 

Microdissection Slides  

Leica LMD6000 and DIRECTORTM Slides: A Perfect Match 

WETZLAR, GERMANY; GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND. Rapid, gentle and contamination free laser 

microdissection, directly into sample buffer, is now possible with the combination of Leica Microsystems’ 

state-of-the-art laser microdissection system Leica LMD6000 and Expression Pathology’s innovative 

DIRECTOR™ glass slides. A sales agreement between the two companies now gives scientists the 

opportunity to buy both the instrument and the slides from Leica Microsystems worldwide. 

 

DIRECTOR™ slides bring a whole new level of speed and accuracy to laser microdissection, allowing 

collection directly into a vial, while eliminating the need for plastic membrane-coated slides or sticky 

caps. These membrane-free slides employ a proprietary energy transfer coating bonded to a glass 

support. UV-laser energy is converted to kinetic energy upon striking the energy transfer coating, 

vaporizing it, thereby propelling selected features into the vial. All laser energy is absorbed by the 

coating so sensitive molecules such as RNA or DNA are not damaged. 

 

DIRECTORTM slides are inert to a wide range of chemical and thermal conditions. They can be 

autoclaved, and are stable in organic solvents such as xylenes. The slides can be rendered sterile or 

RNAse-free with any standard method. They show no autofluorescence and are optically neutral, 

making them ideal for applications requiring fluorescent stains, as well as applications requiring DIC or 

polarized light. 

 

The Leica LMD6000 and the DIRECTORTM slides are a perfect match. The two combine to offer the 

only system that does not require other sample-harming laser energy for the transport process. The 

LMD6000 software has been updated to take full advantage of the DIRECTOR slides. 
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Leica Microsystems is a leading global designer and producer of innovative, high-tech, precision optical 

systems for the analysis of microstructures. It is one of the market leaders in each of its business areas: 

Microscopy, Confocal Laser Scanning Microscopy with corresponding Imaging Systems, Specimen 

Preparation, and Medical Equipment. The company manufactures a broad range of products for 

numerous applications requiring microscopic imaging, measurement, and analysis. It also offers system 

solutions for life science including biotechnology and medicine, research and development of raw 

materials, and industrial quality assurance. The company is represented in over 100 countries with 7 

manufacturing facilities in 5 countries, sales and service organizations in 20 countries and an 

international network of dealers. With its workforce of about 3,050 employees it made a turnover of US$ 

651m in 2006. The international management is headquartered in Wetzlar, Germany. 

 

Expression Pathology Inc. is pioneering the field of tissue microproteomics with products, services and 

collaborative research programs for protein biomarker discovery in tissue. The company has developed 

a platform of innovative, proprietary techniques for analysis of proteins in tissue. 

 

 


